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From the moment Lucy met her husband's mother, Diana, she was kept at

arm's length. Diana was exquisitely polite, and properly friendly, but Lucy

knew that she was not what Diana envisioned. But who could fault Diana?

She was a pillar of the community, an advocate for social justice who

helped female refugees assimilate to their new country. Diana was happily

married to Tom, and lived in wedded bliss for decades. Lucy wanted so

much to please her new mother-in-law.

That was five years ago. Now, Diana has been found dead, a suicide note

near her body. Diana claims that she no longer wanted to live because of a

battle with cancer. But the autopsy finds no cancer. The autopsy does find

traces of poison and suffocation. Who could possibly want Diana dead?

Why was her will changed at the eleventh hour to disinherit both of her

adult children and their spouses?
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1. We read the story from the perspectives of Lucy and Diana—

both in the past and present. Why do you think it was important

for us to read both of their perspectives?

2. Diana and Lucy have very different definitions of what makes

a “good” mother-in-law. What you you think makes for a good

mother-in-law? How universal do you think your opinion is, or

how personal? How do you think you would react in Lucy’s

position?

3. On page 133, Diana thinks, “When left to their own devices,

bitter people can do bad things.” Do you think she’s right to

asses Hakem this way? Where are the other place in the

narrative where you think that this same quote applies?
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