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In the house of Helios, god of the sun and mightiest of the Titans, a

daughter is born. But Circe is a strange child - not powerful, like her

father, nor viciously alluring like her mother. Turning to the world of

mortals for companionship, she discovers that she does possess

power - the power of witchcraft, which can transform rivals into

monsters and menace the gods themselves.

Threatened, Zeus banishes her to a deserted island, where she hones

her occult craft, tames wild beasts and crosses paths with many of

the most famous figures in all of mythology, including the Minotaur,

Daedalus and his doomed son Icarus, the murderous Medea, and, of

course, wily Odysseus. But there is danger, too, for a woman who

stands alone, and Circe unwittingly draws the wrath of both men

and gods, ultimately finding herself pitted against one of the most

terrifying and vengeful of the Olympians. 
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Circe struggles to find a place for herself as a woman in a man’s

world. What parts of her experience resonate with modern day

challenges that women face?

Circe encounters several famous figures from Greek myth. Were any

of their portrayals surprising?

We see numerous powerful characters abusing their positions

throughout the story. Are power and abuse necessarily connected?

Are there any models for power without cruelty in the novel?

Circe’s gift is transformation. How does she transform from the

beginning of the novel to the end? Why does she ultimately choose

the path she does?

A central theme of Homer’s Odyssey is a longing for “nostos”—

homecoming. In what way does that theme resonate with Circe’s

story?

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

R
E

A
D
-
A
-
L

I
K

E
S

Monthly Reading

Challenges, for ages 16+.

Push yourself each month

to read outside

of your comfort zone and

practice bookish

self care!

Friends of the Library

used book sale every

Friday at the Cadillac

Farmer's Market.
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discussion questions

YOU MIGHT

ALSO ENJOY :

Make sure to check out

the Hoopla Digital &

Libby apps to borrow

ebooks, audiobooks,

magazines, music, TV,

movies & more!


