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CLUB NEWS
BUYING SPREE
Book Clubs excited to be able to order again!
Thank you for your understanding and patience with ordering books. We reached our
max budget in 2018. Many of you have contacted me already, anxious to start 2019 with
some new selections. Here's what's coming!

The Great Alone
by Kristin Hannah
Alaska, 1974.
Unpredictable. Unforgiving. Untamed.
For a family in crisis, the ultimate test of
survival.
Ernt Allbright, a former POW, comes
home from the Vietnam war a changed
and volatile man. When he loses yet
another job, he makes an impulsive
decision: he will move his family north, to
Alaska, where they will live off the grid in
America’s last true frontier.
Thirteen-year-old Leni, a girl coming of
age in a tumultuous time, caught in the
riptide of her parents’ passionate, stormy
relationship, dares to hope that a new
land will lead to a better future for her

family. She is desperate for a place to
belong. Her mother, Cora, will do
anything and go anywhere for the man
she loves, even if it means following him
into the unknown
At first, Alaska seems to be the answer to
their prayers. In a wild, remote corner of
the state, they find a fiercely independent
community of strong men and even
stronger women. The long, sunlit days
and the generosity of the locals make up
for the Allbrights’ lack of preparation and
dwindling resources.
But as winter approaches and darkness
descends on Alaska, Ernt’s fragile mental
state deteriorates and the family begins
to fracture. Soon the perils outside pale in
comparison to threats from within. In their
small cabin, covered in snow, blanketed
in eighteen hours of night, Leni and her
mother learn the terrible truth: they are on
their own. In the wild, there is no one to
save them but themselves.

CWPL Club News

Sing Unburied Sing

Pachinko

Jesmyn Ward’s first novel since her National
Book Award–winning Salvage the Bones, this
singular American writer brings the archetypal
road novel into rural twenty-first-century
America. An intimate portrait of a family and an
epic tale of hope and struggle, Sing, Unburied,
Sing journeys through Mississippi’s past and
present, examining the ugly truths at the heart
of the American story and the power—and
limitations—of family bonds.

In the early 1900s, teenaged Sunja, the adored
daughter of a crippled fisherman, falls for a
wealthy stranger at the seashore near her
home in Korea. He promises her the world, but
when she discovers she is pregnant--and that
her lover is married--she refuses to be bought.
Instead, she accepts an offer of marriage from
a gentle, sickly minister passing through on his
way to Japan. But her decision to abandon her
home, and to reject her son's powerful father,
sets off a dramatic saga that will echo down
through the generations.

Jojo is thirteen years old and trying to
understand what it means to be a man. He
doesn’t lack in fathers to study, chief among
them his Black grandfather, Pop. But there are
other men who complicate his understanding:
his absent White father, Michael, who is being
released from prison; his absent White
grandfather, Big Joseph, who won’t
acknowledge his existence; and the memories
of his dead uncle, Given, who died as a
teenager.

Richly told and profoundly moving, Pachinko is
a story of love, sacrifice, ambition, and loyalty.
From bustling street markets to the halls of
Japan's finest universities to the pachinko
parlors of the criminal underworld, Lee's
complex and passionate characters--strong,
stubborn women, devoted sisters and sons,
fathers shaken by moral crisis--survive and
thrive against the indifferent arc of history.

Behold the Dreamers

His mother, Leonie, is an inconsistent presence
in his and his toddler sister’s lives. She is an
imperfect mother in constant conflict with
herself and those around her. She is Black and
her children’s father is White. She wants to be
a better mother but can’t put her children above
her own needs, especially her drug use.
Simultaneously tormented and comforted by
visions of her dead brother, which only come to
her when she’s high, Leonie is embattled in
ways that reflect the brutal reality of her
circumstances.
When the children’s father is released from
prison, Leonie packs her kids and a friend into
her car and drives north to the heart of
Mississippi and Parchman Farm, the State
Penitentiary. At Parchman, there is another
thirteen-year-old boy, the ghost of a dead
inmate who carries all of the ugly history of the
South with him in his wandering. He too has
something to teach Jojo about fathers and
sons, about legacies, about violence, about
love.
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Jende Jonga, a Cameroonian immigrant
living in Harlem, has come to the United
States to provide a better life for himself, his
wife, Neni, and their six-year-old son. In the
fall of 2007, Jende can hardly believe his luck
when he lands a job as a chauffeur for Clark
Edwards, a senior executive at Lehman
Brothers. Clark demands punctuality,
discretion, and loyalty—and Jende is eager
to please. Clark’s wife, Cindy, even offers
Neni temporary work at the Edwardses’
summer home in the Hamptons. With these
opportunities, Jende and Neni can at last
gain a foothold in America and imagine a
brighter future.
However, the world of great power and
privilege conceals troubling secrets, and
soon Jende and Neni notice cracks in their
employers’ façades.
When the financial world is rocked by the
collapse of Lehman Brothers, the Jongas are
desperate to keep Jende’s job—even as their
marriage threatens to fall apart. As all four
lives are dramatically upended, Jende and
Neni are forced to make an impossible
choice.

