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A full-hearted novel about a big-city baker who discovers the true meaning

of home—and that sometimes the best things are found when you didn’t

even know you were looking. 

When Olivia Rawlings—pastry chef extraordinaire for an exclusive Boston

dinner club—sets not just her flambéed dessert but the entire building

alight, she escapes to the most comforting place she can think of—the

idyllic town of Guthrie, Vermont, home of Bag Balm, the country’s longest-

running contra dance, and her best friend Hannah. But the getaway turns

into something more lasting when Margaret Hurley, the cantankerous,

sweater-set-wearing owner of the Sugar Maple Inn, offers Livvy a job. 

Broke and knowing that her days at the club are numbered, Livvy accepts...
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1. Food and its role in tradition, community, and family is a theme that is

threaded throughout the story. What are the culinary traditions in your

family? Discuss how food can be an equalizer—among friends, enemies,

strangers, etc.

2. There are many unconventional families who appear in The City Baker—

from Margaret’s relationship to the McCrackens to the staff at The Sugar

Maple to Livvy’s relationship to Hannah to Livvy and Margaret’s

relationship to each other. How do you define family? Do you have a

chosen family as well as your birth family? Do you have people in your life

whom you consider family who are not technically related to you?

3. Margaret and Dottie have been lifelong friends. How do you think their

friendship evolved during that time? Have you had friendships that have

spanned decades? How have they changed? How have they stayed the

same?
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